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Rocking to a “Different” Drummer

How a rock drummer, in his search for the ———-
“full sound,” got it all together

WHAT A DRUMMER—au pro, that is
and particalarly a rock or jase shick=
man—wanis from his set of skins is a
“full" sound. And that does not mean
simply loudness. To the percussionist,
“fulleess" is an all-embracing quality that
includes depth, richoess, woe and over-
tone, cladty, dynamics, and percussive
contred of a full range of volume: i,
all the way from w sub-whisper to o su-
per-amplified salvo of heavy artillery. In
other words, net simply nodse, bot thyth-
mie music.

A few years ago, rock drummer Bill
Zlckos, nnsatlsfied with what he fell were
the Umitatioms—insofar as trae fullnes—
of conventional wood and metal dreem
construction, began experimenting with
plaslic ]:1exiglam as a pobential material
for an impr\cw:d full seund, Two sddi-
tional Iactors encouraged this concept al-
s, First, the csthetic appeal of trans-
parency. And second, the almoest unives-
sal conversion among rock groups to
clectronically amplified instruments, par-

The “650" drum sef—Iwo each basses, small toms, floor
loma—ail Ntled here with bive fransparent heads.

ticularly the guitar, bass guitar, organ-
cum-pianeg, syvnthesizer, even viokin,

For years, the conventional drom ses-
tion of o jazz group, cven in the “hig
band" cra, could hold its own volime-
wise with the brass, reeds, keyboards, ete.,
wyen in full band crescendo. But with the
almost incredible decibel range afforded
by amplification even for & small mando-
lin, the rock percussionist foumad that just
keeping pace, sound-wise, hegan to prove
i strigle.

Parfection = A Plastic Sandwich

For the drum hend, prior te hiz work
with plexiglass shells Zickes arrived at
whit he considered the near-perfect plas-
tic composition: & sandwich of two lay-
ers of T-mil (7/1000ths im) polycster
tilm scparated by a micrescopically thin
layer of oil amd ary, except al the per-
imeter or edge under the hoop of the
drum head whers the twa films are Inm-
mated (honded towether). These heads
W pm\'ided on a “made-to-order™” hp-

drimn sed, shown
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=is by Bob Beals of Bvans Products Co.,
Nadge City, Kansas, well-known munuw-
fagturer of drm hesids.

Fickos first atternpted to fit this com-
positicn transparcnt head on conventional
wood shells with meetal hardware, and
then on alumimim sheils. However, the
vibrations or wave lenpths of sound in
this combination were clther disteried or
dissipated; metal tends o echo and re-
turn wiwanted resonance, wood Lends o
minile becase it absorks.

Zickos next tornsd to an all=plastic
concept. Alter Turther experimentntion,
he evnlved a shell of plexiglasa (of the
plastic family of acrylics), banded at the
seam, with a minimum thickness of 4%
in,, which imparted cacugh stability to
support the heads and the hardware dor-
ing the typically ageressive plaving pal-
tern of the average rock drummer.

Chniding Zickos in his experimentation
wis a prime considerntion: overall com-
pabibilily throughout the entire doom core
struction: ie., nssuring that not only the
drum head but also the shell and any con-
fingent hardware vibrated on the same
whave lenpths (for that's what all sound
is a reflection of, cspocially insofur as

A

c 8re with an axira faor fom; Dava is the
stk man with & Kansas City rock group,



the quality of the soumd: wave lengths
that are audiblc).

Zickos' first hand-made sets were & hit
with several fop rock players and groups
by 1971, They wers tough, they were at-
traclive, they were novel, they could take
abuse, they stood up, and—most to the
paint—4hey gave a sharp, cléan, full
sound.  Among the carliest {aod sl
Fickos fans were Floyd Soced (with
Thres Dog Kight), James Brown, Leon
Rusacll, Hjl|'_l-' FPreaton, and Keith Moon
{the Whol. Mew reckers include Buoddy
Miles and the stick men with Trom But-
Lerlly, lelfersom Airplame, Grass Roots,
BHlack Kanguroo, the BHeach Bows, and
Lip With People.

Egual Vibrations = Sound Insurance

Under president Fred MoCraw, further
hardware refinements were developed for
the transparent droms being made at the
Zickos Corp. planl in Leneta, Kansas,
IThe Fickes drum design, thanks 1o the
Mransparency™ ol’ s construction, has
been awarded LS, patent Mo, 3626,-
45R.].

All hurdware is cest of the best henvy
miterial; all parts are rriple chrome-
plated for additional long wear and looks,
At every point where hardware would be
In direct contact with either the plaste
head or shell, a plastic “bufles” (of soft
vinyl) in the form of a filled or shaped
washer, slesve, or gosket separalés or
forestnlls  this would-he contacit. Thia
huffering further insures that the vibrat-
ing wave lenpths, which are equalized
thronghout the head and the shell, run
no Tisks of ¢ven minimal distortion
throupgh  direet contact with cvea the
smallest plece of medal hardware, such as
a bell, pin, lug, etc.

During the lustening of hardware to
the shells, proper distribution of tension
(i, tensioning) is nssured through the
fittingr of Fuil back-up plates, For stordi-
ness, fension sercws are thicker and
stronper than those wied In conventional
construction, For quick changeover of
hieads, the tenslon screw and “hook™ as-
sembly simply lifts and hinges away; il
dres not requite being taken completely

Bazz spur housing and curved spur;
imsst smows full backup plate charac-
terisfic of all Zickos herdware fiftings.

mpart. There an: no springs in the lugs,
which eliminates Lhe hagard of the “*hume-
ming” onderione that can oftem Tesnlt
with spring-londed lugs; Zickeos hapa wtil
ize [ree-foating pins. On every drum, the
nll-metal hoops are triple-chrome-placed;
in the Zickes design, wood ia simply non-
existent,

The free-vibrating principle through-
out the eatire drum, iacideatally, is a
concepl unigque with Fickos, according to
MeCraw; al this date, no other drum
manulaciurer is n]1|1.an;‘:nﬂ:|-' tnking this in-
to consideration

Zickos Marches ta Its Own Drummers

Interestingly, and one fecls vors lagl-
cally, all the production employvecs at the
Zickos plant are drumemers, praciicing or
caperienced (o gotrmel makes the best
chefl. At a rate nearing more than 1040
drum sets & month, under production
manzper (and rock drommer) Thave Th-
che, they turn ot & variety of standard
==ty in | few standard sizes, with ship-
ment guaranteed within ewo days of re-
ceipt of onder.

Zickos base droms are offered In the
22 x 14 in. "short" bass and the standard
22x 18 in; on special order, a “long
22x 24 in. bam is alsn pvpdlable, The
standard foor wam om is 1B x 1R in.,
and the standard =mall tom is 14 x 10 in.
Optionzl  types, besides the standard
Helosad” or double-end drum, includs the
open-end “timbalz-type"” and 2-ply heads
in dark blue transparcnt plastic.

At present, there are five standard
Fickos drum scts available:

& The 320—one wach standard basgs,
floor bem, small (om; 2l open-end tim-
bale 1ypes.

& The 38— one closed bnss; ome opens
end Boor tom; two open-end small toms.
e The 400—one bass; ooe floor tomg
twa small toms; all closed.

& The 550—two basses; one Aoor tom:
twre smiall toans,

@ The 650—iwo each of bases, Boor
torns, and small toms.

The “long™ or “short”™ bass iz optional
with any set; blus heads are optional with
any closed drum, but oot for the open-
end timbale style Inasmuwch as the ap-
pearance factor with only one head is
nepative.

These Zickos drum sefs, points out Me-
Craw, are mol desigmed for beginners or
amateurs, bul [or maturing drummers
and pros. ‘Thos, Fickos offers oo aocess
sories such as foot pedals, sticks, or ae-
ceasory percussive ftems sech & small
stands, cymbals, claves, woodblocks, ete.
Maost often, a Zickos set ks purchased as a
[l&&"-l.i.p. and the cuslomer already hos
his padals, stands, umd 0 on.

AL the June NAMM Expo in Chicago,
MoCruw plans to onveil a fesy new
fickos combinations, Ome of these, for
which he allowed us 8 quick peek behind
the curtain, will be & unique small-size
Tazz 5ot Mo, 300 comprlsing an 15 x 14
in, bass, a 14 x 14 in. floor tom, and a
139 in. rde tom. This is designed
specifically for the small intimate supper-
club type of pop or jazz group. n

Clogs-up of tensioning spstem and
Zickaos “streemiined”’ lug design, show-
J'J}?g J'ug. lug pin, fension =crew, and
“Fook",

all “cushioned™ with pisstic
gashets, washers, and slesvas,

Chose-yp of small fom lom  holder,
showing swivel arm and rround.

Cioss-up of floor tom leg and leg
Fousing.
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ZICKOS THE FULL-SOUNDED DRUMS

Palent Mo, 3,626,458

NEW! Heawy-duly Tom Holders,
Strongast Ever Builk,
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ZICKOS "400" DRUM SET

So different they're patented...

tha world's maost Imltated dums
and still different,

It wau can find any three of thase autttanding
leatures on oy other ransparenl Srms, you one
looking at a Zickos set with the labels changed.

1. ozt Shiclds & Chicivss Bass Dium Hoops
ired e and oufl T. SuparFost Haod Chonges
2, Full Ml Bockun Plones. & Tw«: phy l-uads

3, Thickar Teraion Sormws. ard balizml

4, Extro-fick Shedls, = "|-.I Ed&a-.ﬂl £ Al Bl

8. Norsping Lugs 10, Fulles? Souned Ever Engireenod.
ZICKOS | ™
CORPORATIOCN
Phone: [$43) B8E-5292

11844 West 858h Streat = Lenexa, Kansos 44214



